
Santa Fe Coordinated Community Response Council 
Wider implementation of Dangerousness Assessments in Santa Fe’s Response 

Purposes 

Victim Safety 

Offender Accountability 

Appropriate Intervention 

• The primary responsibility of placing controls on abusers belongs to the community and 
the individual abuser not the victim of abuse. 

• Battering is a form of domestic violence that entails a patterned use of coercion, 
intimidation, including violence and other related forms of abuse, whether legal or 
illegal (see the Power and Control Wheel). To be successful, initiatives must distinguish 
between and respond differently to domestic violence that constitute battering and 
cases that do not and adjust those interventions to the severity of the violence. 

• Interventions must account for the economic, cultural, and personal histories of the 
individuals who become abuse cases in the system. 

• Both victims and offenders are members of the community; while they must each act to 
change the conditions of their lives the community must treat both with respect and 
dignity recognizing the social causes of their personal circumstances. 

(http://www.theduluthmodel.org/duluthmodelonpublic.php, March 29, 2010) 

Types of Domestic Violence Identified in Research 

• Battering (DVIP); Coercive Controlling Violence (Kelly & Johnson) 
• Violent Resistance (K&J); Reactive/Responsive Violence (used by a victim in self‐

defense, protect children, or to attempt to equalize power in the relationship) 
• Situational Couple Violence (results from situations or arguments between partners 

that escalate into physical violence – not embedded in relationship‐wide pattern of 
power, coercion and control) (K&J) 

• Separation‐Instigated Violence (violent behavior does not appear until a separation, 
interventions work, temporary loss of psychological control, usually by person being 
left) 

• Pathological Violence (DVIP) (may also be a batterer and behavior is influence by 
substance abuse, psychological problems, personality disorders, depression) 

• Anti‐Social Violence (DVIP) (may also be a batterer and use violence in many 
relationships, poor communication, disregard for safety of others) 

   



Possible Screening Goals: 

• Identify and intervene in most lethal situations 
• Direct victims & accused to appropriate services/interventions 
• Increased information to the courts 
• Better investigation 
• Better cases for DA 

 

Questions: 

• How can/will the information be used? (Frederick, 2008) 
o Will disclosures be available to the other party? 
o Will disclosures be public? 
o Will disclosures be available to other party via any other means? 
o Can screening results be used as evidence? 
o Does screening impact victim’s access to the courts and/or legal remedies in the 

case of a low‐risk screening result? 
o Will it be used for any other purposes? 
o Can information be sealed? 

• How do the assessments mesh with statutory definitions of domestic violence?   
• Do assessments ask for information that is not relevant or intrudes on a party’s privacy 

or rights? 
• What kinds of services exist to respond to different types of DV? 
• How can the legal system help to uncover silent or hidden victims of violence? 
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Screening Tool Developer Description Measures Produces Verified Screener 
Training/Ed

Sources of Info Time Cost

Danger 
Assessment (DA)

Jacquelyn Campbell Developed in 1986; calendar 
for victims & 15 question 

Level and frequency of 
physical and verbal abuse by 

Risk levels of partner 
abuse and level of 

Yes ‐ 
multiple 

Online training 
available; 

Victims 20 min No cost for instrument ‐ 
$125 for online training, test, 

Overview of Screening Tools

yes/no response; weighted 
scoring

partner homicide threat studies Certification certification & scoring 
system

Domestic Violence 
Screening 
Inventory (DVSI)

Justice System Assessment 
& Training (jsat)

12 item, interview‐driven The likelihood that intimate 
partner violence will be 
repeated and escalated based 
on History of Violence, 

Overall score indicating 
likelihood of imminent 
risk of violence to 
victim.

? ? Accused, Victim, 
Court Records

? ?

Current Employment, 
Substance Use, and 
Relationship with the Victim.

Spousal Assault 
Risk Assessment 

MHS With 20 items, the SARA 
assessment screens for risk 

The degree to which an 
individual poses a threat to 

Checklist that 
determines the extent 

Yes; 2309 
adult male 

Clinician; MHS b 
qualification

Accused, Victim, 
Collatoral records 

60‐90 min Cost for forms, checklists & 
manuals ‐ $48 for preview 

(SARA) factors in individuals 
suspected of or being treated 
for spousal or family‐related 
assault. The SARA can help 
determine the degree to 
which an individual poses a 
threat to his/her spouse, 

p
his/her spouse, children, 
family members, or others 
involved based on Criminal 
History, Psychosocial 
Adjustment, Spousal Assault 
History, and Alleged Current 
Offense.

to which a professional 
has assessed those risk 
factors deemed to be of 
crucial predictive 
importance according to 
the clinical and 
empirical literature.

offenders
q $ p

set

threat to his/her spouse, 
children, another family 
member, or another person 
involved.

Offense. empirical literature.

First Responder 
Lethality 
Assessment

Campbell ‐ Maryland law 
enforcement; CCRC

3 questions with 9 additional 
questions to be asked by law 
enforcement of victim

Lethality risk Positive response 
triggers contact with 
advocates

Research 
based; 
derived

Law Enforcement; 
others?

Victims 10‐15 min no cost

Assessment enforcement of victim advocates derived 
from DA

Domestic Violence 
Behavior 
Assessment

Duluth Domestic Violence 
Intervention Project (DVIP)

Conglomeration of 
assessments; under current 
study

Low to high for supervision 
recommenations

Score for 
recommendation

Under‐Study Accused, Victim, 
Collatoral records 

Depends 
on level of 
investigati
on

no cost

DVIP Pre‐Sentence DVIP checklist & narrative with Pattern of abuse narrative No Important Accused Victim Depends no costDVIP Pre‐Sentence 
Investigation

DVIP checklist & narrative with 
sentencing recommendations

Pattern of abuse narrative 
recommendation to the 
courts

No Important Accused, Victim, 
Collatoral records 

Depends 
on level of 
investigati
on

no cost



 
DANGER ASSESSMENT 

Jacquelyn C. Campbell, PhD, RN, FAAN 
Copyright 2004 Johns Hopkins University, School of Nursing 

Corrections to calendar scale 2/3/2010 
 

Several risk factors have been associated with increased risk of homicides (murders) of women and men in 
violent relationships. We cannot predict what will happen in your case, but we would like you to be aware of the 
danger of homicide in situations of abuse and for you to see how many of the risk factors apply to your situation. 
 
Using the calendar, please mark the approximate dates during the past year when you were abused by your 
partner or ex partner. Write on that date how bad the incident was according to the following scale: 

1. Slapping, pushing; no injuries and/or lasting pain 
2. Punching, kicking; bruises, cuts, and/or continuing pain 
3. "Beating up"; severe contusions, burns, broken bones  
4. Threat to use weapon; head injury, internal injury, permanent injury, miscarriage, choking 
5. Use of weapon; wounds from weapon 

   (If any of the descriptions for the higher number apply, use the higher number.) 
 

Mark Yes or No for each of the following. 
("He" refers to your husband, partner, ex-husband, ex-partner, or whoever is currently physically hurting you.) 
 
Yes 

 

No    
  1. Has the physical violence increased in severity or frequency over the past year? 
  2. Does he own a gun? 
  3. Have you left him after living together during the past year? 
      3a. (If have never lived with him, check here___) 
  4. Is he unemployed? 
  5. Has he ever used a weapon against you or threatened you with a lethal weapon? 
    5a. (If yes, was the weapon a gun?____) 
  6. Does he threaten to kill you? 
  7. Has he avoided being arrested for domestic violence? 
  8. Do you have a child that is not his? 
  9. Has he ever forced you to have sex when you did not wish to do so? 
  10. Does he ever try to choke you? 
  11. Does he use illegal drugs? By drugs, I mean "uppers" or amphetamines, Meth, speed, 

angel dust, cocaine, "crack", street drugs or mixtures.   
  12. Is he an alcoholic or problem drinker? 
  13. Does he control most or all of your daily activities? (For instance: does he tell you  

who you can be friends with, when you can see your family, how much money you can 
use, or when you can take the car?   

    (If he tries, but you do not let him, check here: ____) 
  14. Is he violently and constantly jealous of you? 
    (For instance, does he say "If I can't have you, no one can.") 
  15. Have you ever been beaten by him while you were pregnant? 
    (If you have never been pregnant by him, check here: ____) 
  16. Has he ever threatened or tried to commit suicide? 
  17. Does he threaten to harm your children? 
  18. Do you believe he is capable of killing you? 
  19. Does he follow or spy on you, leave threatening notes or messages on answering 

machine, destroy your property, or call you when you don’t want him to?   
  20. Have you ever threatened or tried to commit suicide?  
                         Total “Yes” Answers 

          Thank you. Please talk to your nurse, advocate or counselor about  
           what the Danger Assessment means in terms of your situation. 
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January 2010
M T W T F S S 
    1 2 3 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

February 2010
M T W T F S S 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
       

March 2010
M T W T F S S 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 31     

April 2010
M T W T F S S 
   1 2 3 4 
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30   

May 2010
M T W T F S S 
     1 2 
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31       

June 2010
M T W T F S S 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30     

July 2010
M T W T F S S 
   1 2 3 4 
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30 31  

August 2010
M T W T F S S 
      1 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30 31      

September 2010
M T W T F S S 
  1 2 3 4 5 
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30    

October 2010
M T W T F S S 
    1 2 3 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

November 2010
M T W T F S S 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30      

December 2010
M T W T F S S 
  1 2 3 4 5 
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 31   

Using the calendar, please 
mark the approximate dates 
during the past year when you 
were abused by your partner or 
ex partner. Write on that date 
how bad the incident was 
according to the following 
scale: 
 
1. Slapping, pushing; no 
injuries and/or lasting pain 
 
2. Punching, kicking; bruises, 
cuts, and/or continuing pain 
 
3. "Beating up"; severe 
contusions, burns, broken 
bones 
 
4. Threat to use weapon; head 
injury, internal injury, 
permanent injury 
 
5. Use of weapon; wounds from 
weapon 
 
(If any of the descriptions for 
the higher number apply, use 
the higher number.) 
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Defendant  
Last Name 

Defendant  
First Name 

DOB Docket 
# 

Dual Arrest 
○ Yes  ○ No 

GA 
# 

Current 
Offense(s): 

F.R.C. 
Name 

Date 
Completed 

1. Evidence of non-family assaults, arrest, or criminal conviction? 
(Reported/unreported, threatened or actual physical/sexual assault) 

0 
○ 

No evidence 

1 
○ 

1 or 2 incidents 

2 
○ 

3 or more 
 

2. Evidence of prior family violence assaults, threats, or arrests? 
(Reported/unreported, threatened or actual physical/sexual assault) 

0 
○ 

No evidence 

1 
○ 

1 or 2 incidents 

2 
○ 

3 or more 
 

3. Prior family violence intervention/treatment (voluntary/involuntary)? 
0 
○ 

No evidence 

1 
○ 

Once 

2 
○ 

2 or more 
 

4. History of violation of orders of protection or court supervision?  (PO, TRO, RO, SCRO, No 
Contact Orders, Bail, Family, Probation, Parole, Conditional Discharge, AR, Military, Tribal) 

0 
○ 

No evidence 

1 
○ 

Prior 

2 
○ 

Current 

3 
○ 

Prior & current 

5. Evidence of substance abuse at time of any family violence incident? 
0 
○ 

No evidence 

1 
○ 

Prior 

2 
○ 

Current 

3 
○ 

Prior & current 

6. Any evidence of object used as weapon in prior or current family violence incident? 
0 
○ 

No evidence 

1 
○ 

Prior 

2 
○ 

Current 

3 
○ 

Prior & current 

7. Were children present during any prior or current family violence incident? 
0 
○ 

No evidence 

1 
○ 

Prior 

2 
○ 

Current 

3 
○ 

Prior & current 

8. Current employment status? 
0 
○ 

Employed 

1 
○ 

Uncertain / Part 
Time 

2 
○ 

Unemployed 
 

9. Evidence of prior or current verbal or emotional abuse? 
0 
○ 

No evidence 

1 
○ 

Low 

2 
○ 

Severe 
 

10. What has been the frequency of family violence in the past six months? 
(Reported/unreported, threatened or actual physical/sexual assault) 

0 
○ 

No evidence 

1 
○ 

1 incident 

2 
○ 

2 incidents 

3 
○ 

3 or more 
incidents 

11. Has the pattern of family violence escalated in the past six months? 
(Reported/unreported, threatened, or actual physical/sexual assault) 

0 
○ 

No evidence 
  

3 
○ 

Yes 
                       + + + = 

Imminent risk of violence towards victim? ○ Low ○ Moderate ○ High Summary 
Risk Rating Imminent risk of violence towards others? Specify ○ Low ○ Moderate ○ High Total 

Victim Name  (Last, First) Information 
Source(s) 

○ 
Police Report 

○ 
Defendant 

○ 
Record Check 

○ 
Registry 

○ 
Victim/FVVA 

 




